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ROBERT R. JEWITT, Private 7602266, RAOC, 22nd May 1940 
 

Robert Raymond Jewitt was born in Netherton in Northumberland in 1916, the son of Robson and 

Eliza Jewitt. In 1935, he married my great Aunt, Lillie Hodgson in the Richmond area.   

At the moment though, I can’t find Robert or his family in the 1939 Register, so I don’t know what 

he was doing or where exactly he was at that time.   

What I do know is that Robert was serving in France in 1940 and initially he was listed as missing, 

which isn’t too surprizing as the retreat towards the French coast in May 1940 was chaotic.  

 

It’s likely he was killed near to the village where he was buried, Nielles-les-Blequin, during the 

retreat. 

Nielles-les-

Blequin is a 

small village 

(800 

inhabitants in 

2004) in the 

Pas-de-Calais, 

France about 

20 miles East 

of Boulogne 

and about 40 

miles South of 

Dunkirk. 

Marked by the 

red dot on the 

map, right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22nd May, 1940, the Battle of Boulogne began as the German panzers of Heinz Guderian’s 19th 

Corps Corps and Georg Reinhardt’s 41st Corps closed in on Boulogne and British and French forces 

fell back towards the coastal ports of Boulogne, Calais and Dunkirk. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Boulogne
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There are only two Second World War graves in the churchyard at Nielles-les-Blequin (and an 

additional one from WW1). Both the casualties from WW2 are from the same date (22nd May 

1940). This is pretty unusual, as most graves were relocated to more centralized larger plots. Most 

of the exceptions were because the local villages had “adopted” the graves and they were 

obviously well cared for. 

 

The other grave is that of Richard Maurice Seagrave of the RASC and its possible that both 

casualties were the result of enemy air action (convoys of vehicles were dive bombed and strafed 

in the retreat) or a more mundane road accident. Robert and Richard may even have been in the 

same vehicle. 

I am currently trying to find out more from local French sources  
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Gravestone of Robert Jewitt, Nielles-Les-Blequin, France 

Sources 

(1) CWGC https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-

details/3073649/ROBERT%20RAYMOND%20JEWITT/ 

 

(2) May 1940 Campaign Details  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Boulogne  

http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/UN/UK/UK-NWE-Flanders/index.html  
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